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Frequently Asked Questions  
 

The following questions were collected on behalf of parents and community members from South Harrison at a 

recent curriculum presentation night.  Should anyone like to submit additional questions, please contact the 

Chief Academic Officer, Patricia Calandro at calandrop@kingsway.k12.nj.us.   

 
Q. What is the difference between NJ ASK and MAP tests?  How are they used specifically in our district? 

 

A. The NWEA (Northwest Evaluative Association) MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) assessment program 

is a research-based, state-aligned, online adaptive achievement measure.  These assessments are designed to 

adapt to each student’s ability and measure what a child knows and needs to learn.  MAP tests also measure 

academic growth over time, independent of grade level or age.  The NJ ASK is a standardized test (all children 

at that grade level take the same test at the same time) and is designed to measure what progress the child has 

made over the school year.  The NJ ASK is a snapshot of the student’s level of achievement.  The NWEA MAP 

is individualized by the computer and is proactive in that the teacher can see where a student is at that point in 

time and can then plan the next steps for his/her educational growth.  The MAP test and the NJ ASK results are 

used to guide instructional planning/lessons and school improvement.  The MAP test results can help the 

teacher keep track of progress and growth for each particular child.  As data is collected from both MAP and NJ 

ASK, these test results can be compared from year to year to continue to help each individual student grow 

academically.  MAP is typically given three times a year (formative) while NJASK is given once a year 

(summative).  To learn more about the NWEA and the MAP assessment, you can visit their website at 

www.nwea.org. 

 

Q. How are teachers going to be held accountable for differentiated instruction per ability of the students? 

 

A. Differentiated instruction is a district initiative for the 2014-2015 school year; therefore, teachers will be 

involved in professional development opportunities to learn more about how to effectively implement 

differentiated lessons to the students.  Being a district initiative, teachers will be involved in professional 

dialogue, meetings, and activities all year focused on differentiated instruction.  The new Marzano evaluation 

system for teachers also holds teachers accountable for implementing differentiated instruction into the 

classroom.  

 

Q. Is the new curriculum going to address the diverse needs of all students? 

 

A. The new curriculum will meet the diverse needs of all students.  The curriculum will outline the learning 

goals, Common Core State Standards, learning objectives, assessments, and resources that the students will 

need to successfully complete a grade level.  The new curriculum is aligned to the more rigorous Common Core 

State Standards that will be assessed through the PARCC assessments.  Through instructional accommodations, 
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modifications, and differentiation, teachers will meet the individual learning needs of the students.  These 

supports will allow teachers to help students reach mastery of the curriculum. 

 

Q. What can we do to better prepare our sixth graders (family and students) for the transition into Kingsway 

Middle School? 

 

With the new curriculum team in place, the following steps are taking place to ensure a smoother transition 

from South Harrison to Kingsway: curriculum alignment, common language used for writing instruction and 

mathematical practices, articulation meetings between sixth grade and seventh grade teachers, and 

identifying/using strong resources (texts, textbooks, and learning activities) to meet the needs of the students at 

each grade level.  Families can support the transition to Kingsway by learning about the sixth grade and seventh 

grade curriculums and what is expected of the sixth grade and seventh grade student with the adoption of the 

new Common Core State Standards and PARCC assessments.  Parents can visit Kingsway’s website and view 

teacher websites to get a sense of the expectations for seventh grade.  Each year the middle school holds a 

seventh grade orientation night in May.  This night is a great opportunity to learn more about the seventh grade.  

The CER Program (Community Education and Recreation) also provides tutoring in the summer.  This could 

also be a great opportunity for students to practice key concepts/skills or extend their learning in various 

subjects.   

 

Q. Will there be assistance for my child in the seventh grade if needed? 

 

A. Kingsway Middle School is built to be a strong support for middle grade students.  Each student will be 

placed on an instructional team; the teaming concept helps teachers to provide support to those students in need.  

In addition to teaming, the middle school offers Homework Clinic after school all week.  Middle school 

teachers often have set times where they stay after school to provide extra help to students in need.  

Communicating with the teacher at the middle school level is very important to helping a student get the support 

that he/she needs. 

 

Q. Will the curriculum team hold more meetings or send regular updates via newsletter or email to keep us 

informed about changes? 

 

A.  As we move into next year, the curriculum team will begin to offer multiple nightly information sessions 

that center around various topics.  Additionally, curriculum information for parents will continue to be housed 

on the school’s website.  Currently going to the Admin/Curriculum tab at the top of the page and clicking on 

Parent Guides can access information.  Again, this information will grow as we continue to build 

 

Q.  Can you share any plan for the Gifted and Talented Program? 

 

The Gifted and Talented Program at South Harrison is in the process of being revised and aligned to the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The new program will be developed using the National Association for 

Gifted Children pre-k through grade 12 Gifted Programming Standards 

http://www.nagc.org/GiftedEducationStandards.aspx. The new G&T curriculum is being written during this 

current school year, and it will be completed in time for the start of the 2014-2015 school year.  For more 

information, please contact the program's supervisor at michiellis@kingsway.k12.nj.us. 
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